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provoke supernatural interference, Thus it is neces-
sary to perform certain magical rites which are done
by Taoist priests. An ordinary house costs at least
five hundred dollars for the total expenses. The
length of life of the house is difficult to estimate. It
depends on constant mending and oiling. Every two
or three years the wooden parts of the house must be
oiled once again and the tiles of the roof partially
rearranged ; this costs on the average ten dollars a year.
3. TRANSPORTATION
Bpats are extensively used for heavy and long-distance
traffic. But the villages do not build their boats. They
buy them from outside. Each boat costs, on the
average, about eighty to a hundred dollars. Nearly
every household possesses one or more boats except
those who are not engaged in agricultural or fishing
work. Both men and women can handle the boat.
The art of rowing is acquired in childhood. Once
having acquired this skill, one can row for hours with-
out rest. The energy spent on towing is not in pro-
portion to the weight of the load but to the conditions
of the water current and the direction of the wind.
Therefore, the cost of this type of transport is reduced
as the weight of the load is increased. If the boatman
is able to use the wind, distance is a problem of time,
not of energy ; cost is thus further reduced. This is
an important character of water transport. It makes
possible the concentration of houses in one area and
determines the position of the house near the stream.
It also makes possible the system of scattered farm
holding and influences the system of exchange by the
part it plays in marketing. All these related aspects
will be treated in other appropriate connections.

